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MOST Lawn Problems Result 
from Poor Turf Management 
Decisions

Mowing wrong height, not often enough

FertilizerǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƻƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΧǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ

Irrigationǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘκƭƛǘǘƭŜΧǇƻƻǊ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ

Thatchmakes lawn care more difficult

Compactionunhappy roots = unhealthy grass

Pestshealthy turf = fewer weed, disease or 
insect problems = minimal pesticide use

Species Selection ςwrong grass

Correction of poor management will
often eliminate the turf problem
or make it easier to manage ς
especially if pesticides are required.



The Diagnostic 
Process

ÅIdentify the plant

ÅIdentify the problem(s)

ÅWhat are the signs/symptoms?

ÅWhat MIGHT it be?

ÅWhat is it UNLIKELY to be?

ÅSignificance of the problem?

ÅNeed for management

ÅWill it just go away ςwithout any 
treatment?

ÅWhat are the management options?



¢ƘƛƴƎǎ LΩǾŜ [ŜŀǊƴŜŘ 5ƛŀƎƴƻǎƛƴƎ ¢ǳǊŦ tǊƻōƭŜƳǎ

ÅLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜŀǎȅΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ  Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘ

ÅL ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ

ÅL ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΧōǳǘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ

ÅbŜǾŜǊ ŀǎǎǳƳŜΧƎƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎ ǎǘŜǇǎ

ÅDifferent problems can look amazingly similar

Å!ƴŘΧƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΧƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
water/irrigation



Grass ID is Essential 
for Accurate 
Diagnostics

ÅFor diagnosing disease, insect, herbicide 
injury and stress-related injury

ÅFor making herbicide and other pesticide 
recommendations

ÅEffectiveness of weed control

ÅSafety of the desirable turf

ÅLegality of recommendation

ÅFor making cultural recommendations 
(watering, fertilization)

ÅFor making overseeding/sod patching 
recommendations



Rough bluegrass (Poatrivialis)


